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-The story so for! I 


In the not-so-distant future, humanity has entered a politically 
and economically tumultuous era. Wars and giant natural 
disasters occur frequently all over the world, while advanced 
information networks begin to cover the globe. 

In the wake of the terrorist activity threatening the artificial 
resort island of Cenande, peace and quiet have returned... 
at least for now. Nanakorobi Nene and Clarion begin their new 
life as wards of Korobase Takumi, but trouble looms just ahead: 
shadowy forces have set their sights on Buer, the massive boring 
machine left behind by Uzal... 
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Main Characters 


Nanakorobi Nene 

A girl whose brain was implanted into an entirely artificial body 
after an accident when she was young. Nene has one of the few 
full-body prosthetics in the world! 



■Clarion 

A combat android owned by Uzal. Clarion has many top-secret, 
illegal programs tucked away inside her. 



■ Uzal Delilah 

The mysterious Uzal, also known as Sahar Schehera, is a 
well-known international businesswoman, but she has plenty of 
secrets. She's responsible for the current uproar on the island. 



Korobase Takumi 

Age unknown. She heads up the Korobase Foundation, which 
controls cybrain marketing, but has a pathological fear of people. 



Massive boring machine Buer: Central Nervous Unit 

The central control unit for the large multi-legged boring machine, Buer. 
The unit speaks pompously, and is often subjected to abuse from Clarion. 
Buer's actual body is currently dormant and hidden deep underground. 



Vlind- 

A perky, enthusiastic new Titan TV reporter who happened to be on the 
scene when the terrorist incident occurred. She miraculously survived! 
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AND I 
COULDN'T 
HAVE DONE 
EVEN A 
SIMPLE THING 
LIKE THAT 
WITHOUT 
USING THE 
PANDORA 
DEVICE. 
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ORIGINAL CHARACTER DESIGN SKETCHES 


And these are character sketches that Rikudo-shi will be seeing for the 
very first time in this book. (What’s with that?) Here’s my sketch for the 
media idol character “Vli -(whump!}" from around when we were doing 
the initial anime plan. At the bottom, are the sketches for the 
cameraperson and the producer. 

Vli -(whump!) has a proper name, of course, but since Rikudo-shi 
hasn’t used her name in the manga so far, I’ll make a point of not using 


If I change the names and details of these characters and make them 
gunners on a massive tank in another anime project (frozen to death) 
or include them in the project specs for Ghost in the Shell: Arise by 
changing their ages, these end up being nomadic designs. (LOL!) 


The gadget Vli -(whump!) is holding is 
something like a smart mic. 


The best part M 
of the camera- " 
person is the 
parabolic antenna 
on his back. It can 
move so that it’s 
always turned in a 
fixed direction even 
if he shifts position 
or falls down or 
sleeps. It might 
work like that for 
an anime, but in a 
manga, it’s a fussy 
sort of design 
element that’s 
hard to convey, 
so I guess it’s 
not necessary. 1 


Originally, Takumi-chan (the aunt), the head of the Korobase 
Foundation, was going to be a regular-looking woman (with 
heavy makeup). Yeah! (And again, I wonder what this all is! LOL!) 

Linder Rikudo-shi’s hand, she became something much more 
interesting in the actual book, including her strange way of 
speaking. (Thanks!) And those guys are bodyguards—you know, 
mansion security. We didn’t wind up needing them, so they got 
axed. 


The initial plan was that this would be an anime, so I noted that 
her design should be adjusted as needed to make things 
workable for the animation staff-like whether or not to make her 
job something to do with gambling, somehow connected to the 
world of entertainment and pleasure. (It wasn’t clear whether it’d 
be aboveboard or underground.) When the project was shelved, 
that hadn’t been figured out yet, so Rikudo-shi got half-baked 
designs and notes. (Sorry!) 


Greetings! (For the third time!) 


There’s a note included with my original design for the aunt: 

“She sacrificed everything on the altar of her own pleasure. 

When you take that away there’s nothing left but laziness.” 

She makes her home in the top ten floors of a high-tech skyscraper 
(called “Penthouse Mirage”) in the heart of the city. Naturally as she’s 
the most famous, gorgeous, bubbly, high-class millionaire in the world, 
she owns the place...but if you strip all that away she’s nothing but an 
exhausted, good-for-nothing, selfish woman who can’t do anything but stuff 
her face and shout “what the hell?!” That was the initial design, but she 
actually wound up being a fairly capable person with a special genius 
(and way of speaking) in the book. (LOL!) She’s a cheating, clever bad type, 
but thanks to Rikudo-shi’s art and style, I think she’s emerged as a 
charming character who’s too distinctive and cute to hate. (Many thanks!) 

I won’t mention anything about V\\-{whump!) just yet. In the original plan, 
she had an important role in advancing the story and she added a key 
element that directly related to the themes, but depending on where 
she pops up and what she does as the manga progresses, 
her role will presumably be reassessed by the people involved. 

In the second chapter of Ghost in the Shell: Arise, another work that came 
into being around the same time, a “Pandora” factor appears...but the exis¬ 
tence of these related components doesn’t mean I have a grand plan or 
anything. Basically, I think I messed up and accidentally gave them the same 
name. But because I messed up, people related to Ghost in the Shell: Arise 
and people involved with Pandora in the Crimson Shell will probably wonder 
whether or not they’re related somehow in the areas where there are no 
rights-related issues. 

Anyway it doesn’t look there’ll be any problems, and I don’t really care if 
there’s no movement or connection at the moment. And even if they are 
related, you probably won’t get to see Rikudo-shi’s idea of the “baked 
cybrain” in Ghost in the Shell: Arise, with its very different style. 

August 30, 2013 
Shirow Masamune 
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READING DIRECTIONS 

This book reads from right to left, Japanese style. 
\ If this is your first time reading manga, you start 
reading from the top right panel on each page and 
take it from there. If you get lost, just follow the 
numbered diagram here. It may seem backwards at 
first, but you'll get the hang of it! Have fun!! 















KNOWLEDGE 15 POWER! 

Nene and Clarion have settled in with Nene’s auntTakumi, a reclusive 
genius with an interest in Nene’s education—and in what makes Clarion 
tick. As for Nene, she wants nothing more than to find ways to help 
people, but she wants to do it with her own skills, not with borrowed 
power from Clarion and the Pandora Device. But between power grid 
problems, opportunistic thieves, and the mysterious forces at work 
on the island of Cenancle, using the Pandora Device may be Nene’s 
only option! 
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